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conservation of historic resources, including creative use of funding

from the Maryland Historical Trust and state and federal governments.

Issue: Historic Preservation in Commercial Areas
In commercial areas, development pressure is often severe.  Because of

the value of the land and the potential profit from developing a retail or

office site, preserving a historic structure may not initially appear to be

economically advantageous.  However, there are commercial areas where

historic structures provide irreplaceable character by creating a unique village

atmosphere worthy of protection. Small business districts have been

revitalized nationally by “main street” projects that rely heavily on historic

preservation.  The county should develop methods to enhance historic

commercial areas.

Actions
1. Develop a program of design standards and related financial incentives

for historic properties in designated commercial areas, which would

apply to old and new development.

2. Consider a “transfer of development rights” program, which would

separate the development potential from the historic site, thereby

providing financial compensation to the owners of historic properties

while still allowing development elsewhere.

HISTORICALLY AFRICAN-AMERICAN
COMMUNITIES

INTRODUCTION

Baltimore County contains more than 40 historically African-American

communities, located within both the urban and the rural areas.  Most of

these independent communities are more than 100 years old, with several

more than 200 years old, and at least one that is more than 300 years old.

Many were established and named by freed slaves.  Generations of the

same families have lived in these communities, supporting institutions such

as churches, schools, and fraternal halls (Map 34).

Many of these African-American communities are in need of improved

public services and amenities, such as paved roads, curbs, gutters and

sidewalks.  Some lack safe drinking water, modern sanitary facilities or

Some of the historically African-
American communities need
improved public services and
amenities, such as paved roads,
curbs, gutters and sidewalks.





Page 216 Page 216 G Master Plan 2010 Master Plan 2010

Part 4Part 4

proper storm water management facilities.  In many cases, the housing

stock is in need of rehabilitation.

The 1979 master plan noted the existence of some of these communities

and their problems.  The Baltimore County Master Plan 1989-2000 began

to address the concerns of the historic African-American communities.

Baltimore County has been enlisting the services and resources of

government agencies in the preservation of these communities.  Similarly,

state and federal government agencies, as well as the private sector, have

also been an integral part of preservation efforts.  These efforts have

included, but not been limited to the extension of public water and sewer

service, road upgrades and improvements, stormwater management controls,

restoration of historic buildings, and myriad community initiatives.

The development of Baltimore County Master Plan 1989-2000 resulted

in improving lines of communication between the county and these

communities.  This communication link brought emerging problems to the

county’s attention as early as possible, assisting the county and communities

alike in their joint preservation efforts.  Master Plan 2010 builds upon

these improvements, recognizing that Baltimore County’s diversity is greatly

enriched by its historically African-American communities.

POLICY

• As a top priority, continue to assist historially African-American

communities in obtaining and improving basic services and infrastructure,

with particular attention to upgrading residential conditions.

ISSUES AND ACTIONS

Issue: Providing Adequate Water and Sewer Service
In several historically African-American communities within the URDL,

the quality of water service needs improvement, or water and sewer service

needs to be provided.

Action
1. Continue cooperative work between the Department of Public Works

and the communities to extend and improve water and sewer service

where possible and when consistent with the Baltimore County Water

and Sewer Plan.

As a top priority,As a top priority,
the county willthe county will
continue to assistcontinue to assist
historicallyhistorically
African-AmericanAfrican-American
communities incommunities in
obtaining andobtaining and
improving basicimproving basic
services andservices and
infrastructure.infrastructure.
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Issue: Improving Well and Septic Systems
Many historically African-American communities contain wells and septic

systems that are inadequate.

Actions
1. Support efforts to identify residences or institutions in rural areas that

do not have adequate wells or septic systems.

2. Initiate public awareness campaigns to underscore the importance of

well testing and well and septic system maintenance.

3. Support the establishment of a clearinghouse for information regarding

well and septic standards and engineering to assist residents.

Issue: Stabilizing Historic African-American Communities
Destabilizing influences such as incompatible development, speculative home

purchases and increasing assessments are a major concern among

historically African-American communities.

Actions
1. Encourage community residents to monitor and participate in the review

of development activity within and nearby their respective communities.

2. Continue to communicate with communities to apprise them of zoning

and development information.

3. Support the formation of a clearinghouse of known public and private

resources to assist in home purchases and home purchase prospects.

4. Inform communities about vacancies on boards, commissions and

advisory panels.

5. Encourage dialogue between developers and communities.

Issue: Maintaining Existing Homes
Many homes in historically African-American communities are in disrepair.

Actions
1. Work with communities to develop community plans.

2. Facilitate housing seminars conducted within communities.

3. Facilitate a peer counseling system to encourage residents to participate

in housing rehabilitation programs.

4. Encourage private sector involvement in housing rehabilitation and sales

in communities.

5. Examine methods for planning and developing senior housing within

communities.

The county will facilitate housing
rehabilitation in historically
African-American communities.


